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ae BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
1 | “ Bharat Shramjibi’’ - Baréhanagar 4,000 
2 | ‘* Rajshahye Sambad” ee ers een 
3 | * Grambarté Prakashika” ... | Comercolly 200 
4 |* Arya Pratibha” Se eee ee 
—s 
5 | Culna Prakash” ... | Culna on ere 16th eed 1878. 
6 |“ Hindu Lalana ” .«. | Nawabgunge, Barrack-!| __...... 13th _— ditto 
Weekly. eich’ 
7 |“ Banga Hitaishi” ...|Bhowanipore as. | eee 
8 |“ Bishwa Dit” ‘ Taligunj, ee eee 13th and 20th February 1878. 
9 | Bharat Mihir” ymensing 658 14th February. 1878. 
10 | * Bharat Sangskarak ” Se a ae llth ditto. 
11 | ‘* Bengal Advertiser” Ditto omiiiia | 
12 |“ Dacca Prakash”’ Dacca 400 |17th _ ditto. 
13 | ‘Education Gazette” _... .. | Hooghly 1,168 | 16th ditto. 
4 |" ee oe 3 —- ier rte 7. 
15 |“ Pra 2 me itto 235 | 15 itto. 
16 |“ Grambarté Prakéshiké” ... | Comercolly 200 | 9th and 16th February 1878. 
17. | “*Sambad Bhaskar” san. De 
18 | ‘* Sulabha Samachar” Ditto 5,500 | 16th February 1878. 
19 | “ Sadharani” Chinsurah 516 |10th ditto 
20 | “ Hindu Hitaishini”’ Dacca 300 | 16th aitte, 
21 |‘ Soma Prakash”’ Bhowanipore 700 {18th ditto. 
22 | ‘* Sahachar” ee Ce llth _—_ ditto. 
23° | “ Hindu Ranjiké”’ ... | Bauleah, Rajshahye .. ka 13th _—_ ditto. 
24 |“ Rungpore Dik Prakash” _.. | Kakinis, Rungpore ... 250 (14th ditto. 
25 | “ Burdwan Prachariké”’ .. | Burdwan 165 
Bi-weekly. 
26 |‘ Banga Mittra” a . | Calcutta 4,000 
at , fe 
27 |“ Sambaéd Prabhakar”... Ditto 560 | 11th to 16t ruary 
28 | ‘*‘ Sambad Purnachandrodaya” TU ae | 15th to mg ” ditto. ase 
> is Banga Vidyd Prakishiks pete 625 | 18th to 20th ditto. 
‘* Banga Vidy 8 - sic enacts aaron 16th 
31 | “ Arya Mihir” ee ee nen ae 
ENGLISH AND ee 
32 |“ Amrita Bazar Patake” | Ditto 2,217 14th ditto 
33 |“Howrah Hitakeri” | ... | Bethar, Howrah 300 117th ditto. 
34 | ‘* Moorshedabad Patriké” tae” CE Fi eee léth _— ditto. 
35 | “ Burrisal Bartabaha” — ae 300 
ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
$6 | “Urdu Guide” . | Caleutta 400 | 16th ditto. 
Ugpv. 
; Bi-monthly. 
37 |“ Akhbér-ul-Akhisr” Mozufferpore  —s_... |e es. 
a 
66 ad 
38 |“ Behér Bandhu” .| Bankipore, Patna 509 |20th ditto. : 
‘abies 4 
$9 | “ Jam-Jahan-numé” ve | Calcutta ie 250 {15th ditto. : 
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POLITICAL. 


SaDmAnasi, " newspapers are the organs of public opinion” is the heading of 
February 10th, 1878. — ee an” ohtestal in the Sddhdrant, of the Toth 
Febructy, from which we make the following 

extracts :—The English frequently say that there is no public opinion in 
India. This is convenient language, the use of which tends to promote 
important interests. What this convenience is, and what these interests are, 
John Bright bas clearly shown. me 
There are two classes of men in English society. One is plain-spoken ; 
while the other class, fearing lest plain-speaking should betray a sense of 
weakness, conceal their real views, and express themselves in an indirect way 
by referring to things which are not relevant to the subject-matter of discus- 
sion. This attempt, however, to conceal their true views generally 
roves unsuccessful as far as thoughtful men are concerned, as has 
signally illustrated during the present war. It does not seem to us, for 
instance, probable that any direct injury would accrue to England, if Turkey 
passed into the hands of the Russians. She would, however, in the event of 
such a contingency, have serious grounds for fearing that Russia might invade 
this country. By British interests, we understand, and in the development and 
protection of British commerce, we see, the continuance of British rule in 
India. This country being regarded as a priceless jewel by the British nation, 
it is no wonder that they should seek to maintain their power and dignity here. 
The desire of the British is but natural, that the people of Kurope should know 
that India enjoys good Government under them. Hence it is their interest 
to report, that the natives of India do not care to discuss important 
political measures, and that, gratefully and with a contented heart, they accept 
those that may be introduced by Government. No one need be told 
that the circulation of such sentiments, as that the native merchant. and 
the native peasant are prospering under the beneficent British rule, and 
that they are ready to lay down their very lives for its maintenance, serves an 
important purpose of the rulers. It is for this that they constantly deny the 
existence of any public opinion in India. The attitude of the independent 
native editors, on the other hand, being hostile to such views, and favorable 
to the cause of the poor whose hardships they dwell upon, is likely to be 
injurious to the prestige of the British Government. This accounts -for the 
disfavor with which the authorities regard those native editors, who constantly 
harp upon grievances. We do not, however, grieve so much for this, as_ that 
Government should misconstrue our motives, and seek to lower us in the popu- 
lar estimation. Wecan assure them of our unflinching loya!ty to the British 
rule ; and warn them that they will but injure their own interests, by ignor- 
ing public opinion as expressed in the newspapers. | 

Baanat 2. Adverting to the tone of the letter, which the Calcutta correspondent 
Vebeany ith, 178, _-Scindia andthe Lieutenant-Governor of the Zimes has sent to that paper,on the subject 
eurus , of Bengal. | : on” en , , , 

of the Scindia’s visit, the Bhdrat Sdngskarak, 
of the llth February, remarks :—We fear that for this grave fault, (omitting 
to call on the Lieutenant-Governor), Scindia may have to suffer dethrone- 

ment! The Native Princes must feel their very existence burdensome. 
Soma Peaxass, 3. Ina long article communicated to the Soma Prakdsh, of the 18th 
February 18th, 1878. The Mahomedan versus the British ebruary, the writer institutes a comparison 
rete in Indie. between the present state of the country with 
its condition under the Mahomedans. There being little sequence in his 
remarks, we give the substance only. Within the last ten years,a change 
has taken place, in the views and motives of Government and Enclishmen 
generally, regarding this country. The people are now disliked ; and there 
is more of hypocrisy than sincerity in the acts and professions of the 
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_ he natives are grateful to them for the good they have done; but 
oh .- Pore than wie aa by the evil, which has resulted from 
British occupation of the country. While, under the Mahomedans, the people 
enjoyed liberty, and were appointed to all high offices in the State ; under 
the present Government they have really lost their independence. This 1s 
true of the rich and the poor alike. The country 1s impoverished by the 
constant drains made on its wealth by England. As to the oppressions, for 
which the Mahomedans were notorious, these continue under the British 
Government. The oppressions of the District Magistrates and of the non- 
official Europeans, such as the indigo and tea-planters, are well-known. 
The morality of the present Europeans is inferior to that of the older class, 
who used to come to India. In conclusion, according to the writer, except 
English education, which also is not essential to civilization, the British 
Government has not conferred any substantial benefit upon the people; for the 
improvements and discoveries, which European science 1s believed to have 
made, were all known to the Aryans. : 

The Editor does not agree with the sentiments expressed above; and 
thinks a comparison of the English with 
the Mahomedan rule is equally useless and 
vain. It is true that the people enjoyed a larger share of liberty under the 
Mahomedans; but that was because the Mahomedan power was never com- 
pletely established, and there was no system in their mode of adminis- 
tration. It is a truth that, with the progress of Government, the liberty of 
the subjects must be increasingly curtailed. As to the oppressions, not a 
hundredth part of what was then committed on the people now exists. 
Occasionally a hot-headed and indiscreet officer may be high-handed in his 
proceedings, but Government is not to be blamed for the shortcomings of 
individuals. Itseeks by all means in its power to put a stop to the occurrence 
of such cases. Failure, however, must sometimes attend its efforts. The loyal 
co-operation of the people is necessary to prevent this. We should not be 
disaffected towards Government; and it would be simply sinful if we did 
not give it credit for seeking our good. The privileges we enjoy under the 
British rule are such as the dissolute Mahomedan Nawabs would never 
have dreamed of. 

4. Writing on the political situation in Europe, the Urdu Guide, of 
the 16th February, laments the enormous loss of human life, the waste of 
money, and the privations caused to the contending parties, in the course of 

The War. the present war; as well as the neutral attitude 
oo of the signatory powers to the Treaty of Paris, 
which is mainly responsible for the present critical position of Turkey. In 
countenancing wanton blood-shed, and by their violation of the terms of the 
treaty of 1856, the sovereigns of Europe have proved themselves, as regards 
their morale, inferior even to Chengis Khan, Haléku Khan, or other Asiatic 
conquerors. The future, however, is fearful to contemplate. Should the 
counsels of the peace party atthe forthcoming conference fail to carry any 
weight, and the war be recommenced, there will be enacted scenes which 
ave not been witnessed ever since the creation of the world. _ 


The views of the Editor. 
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0. We give below the substance of an article in the Grdmbdrid 
weer Pees Prakashika, of the 9th February, on the 
| : subject of a “ License Tax” :—A License Tax 
is about to be imposed on the people of Bengal, for the purpose of providing 


oping of famine relief, and improving the low condition of the revenues 
e 


State at the present time. The enormous expenditure incurred, and - 
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the vast efforts put forth by Government in saving its subjects alive during 
the late famine, have inspired them with gratitude; and they are not unwill- ~ 
ing to contribute to the necessities of the Exchequer. Nevertheless, a fee). 
ing of dissatisfaction prevails, of which it would be interesting to state the 
causes, as.far as we have succeeded in ascertaining them. They are as 
follow:—(1) The people want to be furnished with correct accounts of 
famine expenditure, and of the disbursements from the Famine Relief Fund 
created by the generosity of the British and the Indian public. (2) To 
provide the cost of famine relief, they are willing to submit to.any scheme 
of taxation which they may consider desirable ; but they have strong objections 
to its being made a permanent burden. (3) They ask for the formation 
of a distinct.famine fund, of which the accounts should be kept separate 
from the general accounts. (4) The proposed License Tax is so devised, 
that it will press heavily on the poor and not affect the rich. Great dissatisfac- 
tion has been occasioned from Government having resorted to taxation, 
without, in the first instance, paying any heed to the points noted above. In 
fact, the arbitrary manner in which the Government, regardless of the public 
opinion of the country, is seeking to accomplish this purpose is enough to 
provoke the resentment of the dullest. We ask Government to consider, 
whether itis politic to offend the people by imposing taxes, without, in 
the first place, removing the objections which are conceived to lie against 
them. It is, however, to be observed, with regret, that the authorities seem 
to consider it their duty to maintain their points; whether they might lead to 
dissatisfaction among the people or entail any hardship upon them or not. 
This obstinacy, on their part, will ever continue to be the chief bar to the 
growth of friendly feelings between Europeans and natives: 
6. The Sddhdrani, of the 10th February, makes the following 
iis comments on the amended License Tax. 
e License Tax. 


| Bill :—The fearful form in which this Bill was. 
first issued from Mr. Eden’s Legislative Council, was enough to curdle the 


blood of every native of Bengal. Not content with making a petty dealer 
in vegetables, whose monthly earnings do not exceed even Rs. 4, liable to 
pay a license fee of one rupee, and declaring it obligatory upon a person, 
who cannot afford to support his own family, to contribute to the cost of 
famine relief, Mr. Hden, the ocean of mercy, announced, from his high 
throne, that the people were all ready to pay this tax, and that there was not 
among them any difference of opinion on the subject. But a cry of 
distress now rose from all sides; and, it seems, as a consequence of this, the 
class whose earnings are represented by Rs. 4a month, have been deprived 
of the luxury of indulging in the charity which had been required of them. 
There have been amendments made in the Bill, which should he attributed, 
we fear, more to the caprice of the Lieutenant-Governor than to any effect 
which the complaints of the public might have produced on his mind. _ 
7. Adverting to the facts elicited during the trial of the two persons 

in Scdeesntlides dene in the Lokenathpore factory case, this paper 


makes the same remarks as those noticed in 
paragraph 28 of our last Report. 


8. We extract the ae | from me Bharat Sangskdrak, of the 11th 
af ebruary. The article is headed, ** Mr. Eden 
palit. ane ‘he Calontta Munici- nd the Calcutta Municipality :—On. more 


ae than one occasion, has Mr. Eden expressed 
his dislike of the elective system introduced into the Calcutta Municipality ; 
the last being at the Trades’ Association dinner. The system has become 
an eye-sore to him; and it seems that he is determined to change it. We 
are, however, at a loss to account for this hostile feeling. The reasons which 
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-, Honor has himself assigned are exceedingly weak, as will be seen by a 
ape person. Briefly, these are (1) the present Leigrapecse™ talk 
much, and do little; (2) that the mercantile community 1s opposed to the 
' . (3) that the present Board does not reprsent the citizens ; 
present system ; (3) P ‘nfinential E n and Native 
and (4) that under the system, now in vogue, 1n! uentia rhe se Pyare athe 
rate-payers have been excluded from all share in the municipal a oe . | 
tion of the city. With regard to the first objection raised, it sho — ee 
observed that Babu Kristo Das Pal, Dr. Rajendra Lall Mittra, — abu 
Surendra Nath Banerjee are the persons who speak more frequently than 
the other Commissioners. The public, however, need not be told whether 
these men attend the municipal meetings for the purpose of displaying their 
oratorical powers or not. The rate-payers have, moreover, obtained proofs of 
their business-like habits and ability. They have made a saving by reducing 
the pay of the Chairman ; have, in a large measure, curbed his arbitrary 
spirit; and have ever strongly and in a fearless manner protested against the 
waste of municipal funds and encroachments on the rights of the citizens. 
The Municipality has rather gained than lost during their brief tenure of 
office. But must they be regarded as incompetent, because they seek to 
check the Chairman in his arbitrary career? As to the attitude of the 
Trades’ Association, Mr. Wyman, their Chairman, was an earnest advocate 
of the system; and its introduction has been, in a large measure, due to him. 
Does this show that the mercantile community dislike the system? Thirdly, 
the present Commissioners being all elected by the rate-payers, who has the 
right to ignore their representative character P Since, moreover, the citizens 
have not yet raised their voice against the present Corporation, how can it be 
said that not this, but Sir 8S. Hogg’s system, would be more liked by the 
people? Fourthly, the absence of Kuropean members, and such Natives 
as the Rajahs and Maharajahs, from the present Board, is a proof of its 
independence and freedom from corruption. We ask, why should there be 
more Huropean than native Commissioners in a municipality, when the 
proportion of native rate-payers is the larger of the two? It was 
precisely because there was a numerical superiority of Europeans over natives 
in the late Board, under Sir 8. Hogg, that European interests were 
more generally promoted at the expense of natives. Does the Lieutenant- 
Governor desire to see a re-enactment of the old scenes at the municipal 
meetings? It is, moreover, to be observed that it is the hauteur of the 
Kuropeans which has made them indifferent to the new system; otherwise, 
the native citizens Jid not desire their utter exclusion. The present Com- 
missioners, although they may not be Rajahs or Maharajahs, are neverthe- 
less men of respectability and education, by reason of which they enjoy the 
greater confidence of the people. Since there is so much that can be said in 
favor of the present system, and since the people are satisfied with it, why 
should it become such an eye-sore to the Lieutenant-Governor? Those 
that have long known Mr. Eden credit him with strong favoritism, The 
present municipality, not offering any scope for the gratification of this 


f 


propensity, has naturally fallen into disfavor. Another reason that we may 


state is, that of late the interests of Europeans have been preferred to 
those of natives; the present municipality, on the contrary, Caring more for 
native interests, is viewed with displeasure by the Lieutenant-Governor. 
The Editor, in conclusion, exhorts the rate-payers to enter a vigorous protest 
against these repeated attacks made on their representatives ; and, while 
striving to reform its abuses, to stick tothe elective system as the “ Magna 
Charta” of their liberties. 


9. On the same subject, the Sahachar, of the 1lth February, writes 


SAHAOCHAR, 


along editorial, in which he points out the indiscretion committed re eee 


Gee 


Mr. Eden in having, on more than one occasion, expressed his dislike of 
the present Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality, who are all 
educated men, apparently for their out-spokenness and independent bearing. 
Mr. Eden and the Calcutta Munici: His Honor should have, however, before making 
pality. these satirical observations on the conduct of 4 
number of educated natives, considered the altered condition of the country, 
“The time has long gone by, when satires proved effective against them. 
It is not desirable that the ruler of these provinces shou'd be on such 
unfavorable terms with the educated portion of the people. He may sneer at 
them, many Europeans and the English newspapers, too, may join with him in 
the act, but so long as the country approves of the doings of these men, they 
may well afford to disregard his sneers; and the only effect of this will be that 
his reputation will suffer. Such flippancy in a Governor is exceedingly 
disagreeable ; and we respectfully beseech Mr. Eden to desist from this 
unseemly quarrel.” 
ee 10. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 14th February, makes the 
February 14th, 1878. following observations on the amended 
License Tax Bill:—Although there can be 
no doubt that there is, in some respects, an improvement observable in the 
amended Bill, yet, for this, we should be grateful to Lord Lytton, and 
neither to Mr. Eden nor to Mr. Mackenzie. The amendments have been 
made in accordance with the instructions received from the Governor-General ; 
who desired that, persons whose earnings were less than a hunderd rupeesa 
year might be exempted from taxation; while he left it to the local Govern- 
ments to fix the minimum limit of profit which would be liable to the tax. 
It is possible that, had the Viceroy asked any other person than Mr. Eden to 
- undertake this task, there would have been the strongest efforts to protect at 
least those who were very poor. Mr. Hiden, however, believes that the British 
Government has done but little in the way of taxation in Bengal, which 
abounds with wealth, and where poverty is almost unknown. It may, there- 
fore, be supposed that he was not happy in carrying out the instructions of 
the Viceroy, and that it would have given him pleasure had he but found it 
possible to set them aside. | 
Ameer, Basan 11. The same paper writes a long article, headed, “ Are those well-to-do 
The Tienes Te whose earnings are but Rs. 8a month?” We 
extract the following :— With every tax imposed 
upon the people, Government, instead of making any concessions as a set off 
against the burden laid on them, has rather taken the opportunity of depriv- 
ing them of some of their old rights. When the Duke of Argyle introduced 
the road cess into Bengal, he, in a manner, struck at the root of the perma- 
nent settlement of land; although it was laid down that, the proceeds of the 
cess would be expended for the improvement of the places from which it 
was levied, and with the consent of the parties paying it. What was left of 
the work of demolishing the permanent settlement was completed by Mr. 
Kden by passing the Public Works Cess Act. The privileges conferred by 
the Duke of Argyle, when passing the Road Cess Act, were not continued to 
the people by Mr. Eden in imposing the Public Works Cess; and now that 
the License Tax is about fo be introduced, His Honor is anxious to prove that 
the people of Bengal are subjected to a nominal tax, and that there are few 
in this province, who cannot afford to pay an annual tax of one or two 
rupees. Lord Lytton, however, who possesses a generous heart, does not go 
so far as the Lieutenant-Governor in this matter. He has, nevertheless, 
clearly stated his belief that a man who earns Rs. 8 a month is not poor; and 
that one whose annual earnings amount to Rs. 160 is a well-to-do man. 
Sir John Strachey also is of this opinion. Lord Lytton has further expressed 
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hi ‘noness to impose an income tax, and thereby touch the:pockets of 
re a aaa aioe of Fioveruabelt, who, although they are not poor, are “ape 
theless far from being rich men. This.speech of the Viceroy has filled us 
with both.sorrow and fear. Powerless, and not possessing the least ge in 
the administration, we can but weep and plead our poverty. . eg ytton 
and Mr. Eden may not be acquainted with the condition of those, who od 
not earn more than Rs. 8 a menth, for they might not have servants under 
them so low-paid; but possibly Sir John Strachey and Mr. Mackenzie know 
what this income means to a person, who has to support a family ot at least 
fve members. Even in jails the food only of every prisoner costs Govern- 
ment two rupees a month. When, moreover, It 1s considered that the master 
of a family has to incur other items of expenditure besides that required for 
food, it will be at once seen that an income of Rs. 100 a year is really 


small. ee 
12. The following is taken from an article in the Bharat Mthir, of 


a Color.” We thank Mr. Eden for the interest 


he has taken in the Lokenathpore factory case. We thank him for having 
asked to be furnished with a report of the proceedings, when he saw that 
the cause of justice was jeopardized, and that in its name fearful oppres- 
sions were committed. The people are sick of these repeated judicial 
scandals. Whenever the case is between a Kuropean and.a native, there 
isa mockery of justice. The occurrence of one such case is sufficient to 
remove from the minds of the people the remembrance of a hundred good 
acts performed by the State. They are convinced that, there is invariably a 
failure of justice, when one of the antagonistic parties is a European, and the 
other a native. They believe it as a fact that, whenever a European 
has been guilty of murdering or plundering a native, or committing the 


grossest oppression on him, if he be tried by, a European Judge, the prosecutor, | 


instead of obtaining justice, is in some way or other punished for making a 
complaint against his oppressor. We are tired of this spectacle. The noble 
aims and motives of Government are frustrated through the inequitable 
decisions of European Judges. Is there any other country where the 


administration of justice is so faulty ? The evil will, however, continue to 


exist, unless Government warns the officers against it. Asa matter of fact, 
the people find that, instead of these unprincipled Judges being awarded any 


punishment, they are, on the contrary, promoted in the servise. But what 
feelings must this lead to ? 


13. Referring to the attack recently made on Native Newspapers in 
The Native Press. the columns of the Standard, by its Calcutta 


correspondent, the same paper thus vindicates 
the loyalty of the Vernacular Press:—There is a low class of Europeans 


whose only pleasure seems to consist in abusing the natives. They entertain 
a strong Jealousy of the rapid progress made by the latter, of their high 
aspirations, and on account of their claiming equality with themselves; and 
cannot bear this presumption on their part. It is this feeling of jealousy 
which instigates all the abuse heaped upon them Otherwise, why 
should Englishmen be so anxious to deprive them of the liberty of the 
press,—the highest glory of British civilization? Not content with 
creating constant agititions against the native newspapers in India, these 
men have now brought the subject before the British public. Be that as 
it may, we firmly believe that there is not one native paper which is disloyal 
to the British Government} or which desires its discontinuance in this country 
atthe present moment. Are we so foolish or illiterate, as to indulge in 
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‘such a wish? We have sense enough to see that we shall never be a free 


people without the aid of the British Government, and that the day of 


‘independence is yet far off; nay, any other Government would occasion 
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too, in whose eyes there is no distinction of color or race, and who are really 


greater injury to, and inflict more hardship on, the people. Even, if, for no 


‘other reason, on considerations of self-interest, we are loyal to the present 


rule; and respect our pious sovereign with all our heart. And in this 
feeling of esteem we hold all those high-minded English and Scotchmen 


the well-wishers of India. In spite of all this, however, we cannot sing 
the praises of every public officer or every public measure. | 

14. The Grambdrié Prakdshtkd, of the 16th February, remarks, in 
reference to the License Tax Bill, that, for 


The License Tax Bill. the purpose of discussion at least, a period of 


four or five months should be allowed to elapse before it is passed into law, 


The Editor thus sums up his objections to the Bill—(1) Should this be. 
passed, the burden of taxation will fall entirely upon the poor, the very 
classes upon whom the pressure of famine is greatest. So that, instead of 
being a means for the prevention of famines, the proposed measure will 
more likely bring about their recurrence. (2) All trading operations and 
industries will be handicapped by it. Already they labour under great 
disadvantages, and are not in favour with the people; a license tax will prove 
a serious obstacle in the way of their expansion. A more serious objection 
lies to the measure proposed in that it is likely to interfere injuriously with 
the development of internal trade; which is a powerful means of removing 
the poverty of the people. 

15. The Sulabha Samdchdr, of the 16th February, thus comments on 
the Lokenathpore factory case: It is really 
strange that, instead of holding an investiga- 
tion into the murder of poor Ramgati Biswas, the two witnesses, who had 
given information of the affair, are now subjected to harassment. As to 
the plea set up, that the man committed suicide only tc bring the 
factory people into trouble, we never heard of such a thing before. It is on 
a par with that which is often heard, in a pathsh4la, when one boy accuses 
another before the Guru Mahfshaya of having bitten his nose; and the latter 
answers him by saying that he has done the thing himself. If Ramgati 
had really committed suicide to’ bring his master into trouble, how was it that 
he was found underthe water? Is life so easily surrendered, that a man 
should drown himself in the tank of his master, in order that he might be 
punished in this way? This is really profound! The case requires a 
searching enquiry. ‘ 

16. The same paper gives a cartoon, in which are represented four 

The Chairman and the Native Com- figures, two Europeans and two natives— 
missioners of the Calcutta Municipality. a1 Commissioners of the Calcutta Munici- 
pality, holding discussions on the night-soil business. The letter press is 
headed “ Look here! What self-government is!” One of the Native Commis 
sioners, contending that the Committee cannot sanction the large expenditure 
incurred by the Chairman—the latter, unable to put up with the impertinence, 
“summarily tries him by giving him blows.” At this moment, the elder bro- 
ther of the offending Commissioner interposes, and having pulled his ears and 
reproved him for thus foolishly offending the Chairman, asks him to 
make an apology to that officer, whose clemency he invokes on behalf of the 
young man. The Kuropean functionary is, however, not to be thus cajoled ; 
and is determined to punish such impertinence in young natives brought up 


in the State Colleges. All this time. another European is pulling an iron 
chain which binds the feet of the Native Commissioners. 


The Lokenathpore case. 
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| ‘ding Prakdsh, of the 16th February; writes an eulogistic 
peony article on the Acsistant Magistrate, Mr. 
Ananda Ram Baruah, lately in charge of the 
Kalna sub-division of the Burdwan district. By his courtesy, energy, 
and ability he poe himself to the inhabitants, who sincerely regret his 
this place. } | 
i iw Prakdsh, of the 17th February, in writing on the 
License Tax Bill, expresses the same views as 
those noticed in paragraph 2 of our last Report. 
19. The Soma Prakdsh, of the 18th February, strongly supports the 
petition made to Parliament by the Society 
The disestablishment of the State for the Disestablishment of the State Church 
une in India, and hopes that the British public will 
he moved to consider the imiportance of the subject treated of in the memorial. 
EDUCATION. 


90. The Bhdrat Sangskdrak, of the 11th February, is gratified to 
find that Mr. Eden has adopted means for pro- 
viding a practical training to the students of the 
Civil Engineering College as also to other pupils. Considering the difficulty 
of earning a livelihood at the present time, the proposed measure, if carried 
out, will be exceedingly beneficial. ) 

21. On the same subject, the Sahachar, of the llth February, after 
dwelling on the prospect of educated natives, 
the difficulty of admission into the public 
service, or any mercantile firm, the ruin of native industries brought about 
by foreign competition, the invidious distinction which is made by Govern- 
ment on behalf of English arts and manufactures, the over-stocking of the 
learned professions, the exclusion of natives from the Military service, 
and the general poverty of the people, makes the following remarks :— 
Mr. Eden has made a really important proposal. If carried out, it will do 


Mr. Ananda Ram Baruah. 


The License Tax Bill. 


Technical education of natives. 


Technical education of natives. 


much good to the country, where arts and manufactures have remained in a 


most backward condition from time immemorial. | 
i se a tas: 22. The Dacca Prakash, of the 17th Feb- 
ruary, is also of this opinion. 
Loca. 


23. Acorrespondent ofthe Grambdrid Prakdshikd, of the 9th February, ' 


.. directs the attention of Government to the 
cura ienataleranacmeense unhealthy condition of the villages of Srfkol 
and Laksmikol in the Pubna district, occasioned by the existence of dense 
jungle, and unclean tanks. The places are infested with wild beasts and 


snakes; and the inhabitants, who are mostly poor, are gradually dying out 
from disease. 


24. A correspondent of the Sddhdrant, of: the 10th February, 


Chittagong. writing from Chittagong, dwells on the general 
destitution of the mbabitants and the pre- 
valence of high prices, and complains that Government has not suspended 
or remitted the Road Cess collections in this district; nay, it has rather 
imposed an additional burden, the Public Works Cess. 
25. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 14th February, is much concerned to 
The condition of the prisoners in the ear that the prisoners in the Mymensingh 
Mymensingh Jail. 7 Jail are subjected to considerable hardship. 
Not to refer to other points, it is exceedingly to be regretted that, they are 
not allowed even half rations ; and are severely whipped, should they fail 
to work incessantly from sunrise to sunset. Certainly such rigorous treat- 
ment is neither humane nor suited to the spirit of these civilized days. 


KaLsa PraxasH, 
February 16th, 1878. 
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February 17th, 1878. 
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Amita Bazar 
ATRIEA, 


February 14th, 1878. _ 
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96. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 14th February, dwells.on the 
~. advantages of a railway line proposed to be 
constructed from Calcutta to Jessore. Should 
the proposal be carried out, it will, apart from other benefits, such as 4 
development of the resources of Jessore, be but some compensation to this 

hitherto neglected district. | . 
97. In continuation of the article referred to in paragraph 26 of our 
: sii last Report, the Soma Prakash, of the 18th 
a February, devotes a long leader to the causes 
of the * oppressions committed by the Rajpore Municipality,” in the course 
of which it is complained that the Chairman, for reasons known only to 
himself, has refused Pundit Dwarkanath Vidy&bhusan a copy of his orders — 
on the case referred to in that paragraph. The editor remonstrates with 
Babu R4m Shéukar Sen for this arbitrary proceeding, and believes that the 
latter has been misled in this matter by the enemies of the Pundit. As to 
the causes of the oppressions, it is remarked, that these are to be found in 


A Railway to Jessore. 


the incompetency and the servile dispogition of the large majority of the 


Commissioners, whose chief endeavour is to promote their private interests at 
the expense of their neighbours, by keeping the Chairman in good humour. 


For this purpose, they do not even shrink from rendering him menial 


service. It is suggested that a new body of Commissioners should be 
appointed in their place. 


JOHN ROBINSON, 


BENGALI TRANSLATORS OFFICE, Government Bengali Translator. 


The 23rd February 1878. 
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